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<TR ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" WIDTH=\"0\" HEIGHT=\"789\">\
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<DIV WIDTH=\"470\" HEIGHT=\"789\">\
<DIV ALIGN=\"LEFT\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"2\"><B>THE DEATH OF STRAFFORD</B></FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">maxim of the Protestant religion, it follows plainly<BR>that he who holds in religion that belief, or those<BR>opinions, which to his conscience and utmost under- <BR>standing appear with most evidence or probability in<BR>the Scripture, though to others he seem erroneous,<BR>can no more be justly censured for a heretic than his<BR>censurers, who do the same thing themselves, while<BR>they censure him for so doing. For, as them, or any<BR>Protestant, which hath most authority, the Church<BR>or the Scripture, they will answer doubtless the<BR>Scripture, And what hath most authority, that, no<BR>doubt, they will confess is to be followed. . . , The<BR>Papist exacts our belief as to the Church, due above<BR>Scripture ; and, by the Church, which is the whole<BR>people of God, understands the Pope, the general<BR>councils, prelatical only, and the surnamed fathers.<BR>But the forcing Protestant [i.e. the Presbyterian],<BR>though he deny such belief to any church whatever,<BR>yet takes it to himself and his teachers ; of far less<BR>authority than to be called the Church, and above<BR>Scripture believed. Which renders his practice both<BR>contrary to his belief, and far worse than that belief<BR>which he condemns in a Papist. By all which, well<BR>considered, the more he professes to be a true Pro- <BR>testant,, the more he hath to answer for his persecuting<BR>than a Papist.<SUP>3</SUP></FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">It will be seen that in Milton's view the only right<BR>position for a Christian to take is one that avoids<BR>the excesses of the Papists on the one hand and the<BR>Presbyterians on the other, and this precisely was the<BR>position taken by Hampden and the Independents*</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"LEFT\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">The greater fame of Cromwell has so far obscured</FONT><BR>\
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<TABLE class=main FRAME=\"BOX\" RULES=\"ALL\" BORDER=\"0\" CELLSPACING=\"0\" CELLPADDING=\"0\" style=\" width:354.2pt; height:558.1pt;\">\
<TR class=row>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:354.2pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:35.5pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:354.2pt; height:35.5pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:354.2pt; height:35.5pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph>\
</DIV>\
</DIV>\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:35.5pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:473.3pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:354.2pt; height:473.3pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:354.2pt; height:473.3pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 106.9pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font0><B>THE DEATH OF STRAFFORD</B></SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:5.6pt 36.1pt 0.0pt 36.5pt; text-align:justify;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">maxim of the Protestant religion, it follows plainly<BR>that he who holds in religion that belief, or those<BR>opinions, which to his conscience and utmost under- <BR>standing appear with most evidence or probability in<BR>the Scripture, though to others he seem erroneous,<BR>can no more be justly censured for a heretic than his<BR>censurers, who do the same thing themselves, while<BR>they censure him for so doing. For, as them, or any<BR>Protestant, which hath most authority, the Church<BR>or the Scripture, they will answer doubtless the<BR>Scripture, And what hath most authority, that, no<BR>doubt, they will confess is to be followed. . . , The<BR>Papist exacts our belief as to the Church, due above<BR>Scripture ; and, by the Church, which is the whole<BR>people of God, understands the Pope, the general<BR>councils, prelatical only, and the surnamed fathers.<BR>But the forcing Protestant [i.e. the Presbyterian],<BR>though he deny such belief to any church whatever,<BR>yet takes it to himself and his teachers ; of far less<BR>authority than to be called the Church, and above<BR>Scripture believed. Which renders his practice both<BR>contrary to his belief, and far worse than that belief<BR>which he condemns in a Papist. By all which, well<BR>considered, the more he professes to be a true Pro- <BR>testant,, the more he hath to answer for his persecuting<BR>than a Papist.<SUP>3</SUP></SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:13.9pt 38.6pt 0.0pt 35.9pt; text-align:justify; text-indent:12.4pt;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">It will be seen that in Milton's view the only right<BR>position for a Christian to take is one that avoids<BR>the excesses of the Papists on the one hand and the<BR>Presbyterians on the other, and this precisely was the<BR>position taken by Hampden and the Independents*</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 48.0pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">The greater fame of Cromwell has so far obscured</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
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